LUDWIG   I   OF   BAVARIA

'With firmness and discernment we shall hold our own, but it will
be difficult/1 Metternich's poison had affected the Monarch, but
Ludwig still held firmly to his liberal ideas.

Disturbances of all kinds spread in Prussia and elsewhere, whilst
in Bavaria they were soon put down. 'It is just on account of these
revolutionary elements/ remarked the Crown Prince,2 'that I
attach such importance to a Constitution for Bavaria. Where
there is no way of obtaining legal freedom it makes a way for
itself and, like a mountain torrent, is destructive and annihilating:
instead of improvement there is revolution, a more powerful and
therefore more painful method.1 At the Carlsbad Conference
efforts were made to destroy the freedom of the Press and the
independence of the universities. Metternich had completely
won over the Bavarian representatives who, on 4th September,
1819, gave their assent to the Carlsbad Decrees. The Crown Prince
was indignant and exclaimed: 'If I should one day wear the
Crown of Bavaria ... it would be impossible for me ... to accept
these limitations of the Sovereign's rights/

Ludwig at once wrote to his father.3 'Of your own noble free-
will you made Bavaria the beneficent gift of a Constitution which
should be for all time; we have taken our oath on it and no one
can absolve us. You cannot possibly desire a violation which
would amount to breaking our oath/ This was plain speaking
and caused the King to accept the Carlsbad Resolutions with the
proviso that they were only valid in so far as they were not at
variance with the Constitution of Bavaria. Metternich was very
much annoyed: 'I probably do not stand in the odour of sanctity
with Your Government at this moment/ Ludwig wrote to his
sister.4

Karoline Auguste watched these developments with anxiety,
and now begged Ludwig, from the depths of her 'timid heart'
to go no further in this matter. 'You are a son, a subject, certainly
the first, but nevertheless a subject. ... As long as kindly
Providence grants our prayers for the life of our dear father,
action is not for you. . . /5
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